
10
09

To view a PDF of additional topical pamphlets 
or to order bulk copies of this pamphlet, go to

www.osv.com/pamphlets

1-800-348-2440 • Fax: 1-800-498-6709 • www.osv.com

US $14.95

SH
U

TT
ER

ST
O

C
K

For Further Reading
The Catechism of the Catholic Church 1908, 2288

Pope John XXIII, Encyclical Pacem in Terris
(http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encycli-
cals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_11041963_pacem_en
.html)

May, William E. Catholic Bioethics and the Gift of
Human Life, 2nd Edition (Our Sunday Visitor, 2008) 

Nelson, Leonard J., III. Diagnosis Critical: Urgent
Threats Confronting Catholic Health Care (Our Sunday
Visitor, 2009)

USCCB Web site: usccb.org/healthcare

The Challenge of Human Dignity
Our political leadership faces both a challenge and an

opportunity. We hope and we also pray that all in this
debate will remember that what is really at stake are the
lives, dignity, and health care of all our people. Securing
health care that protects the life and dignity of all is a
moral imperative and an urgent national priority.

Four principles for Health Care Reform
1) Truly universal health policy with respect for
human life and dignity

2) Access for all with a special concern for the poor
and inclusion of legal immigrants

3) Pursuing the common good and preserving plu-
ralism including freedom of conscience and variety of
options

4) Restraining costs and applying them equitably
across the spectrum of payers

— U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
(www.usccb.org/healthcare)

(Some material in this pamphlet originally printed by PoliticsDaily.com.)

Health Care for All
“Universal” coverage

should be truly universal
— including everyone.
Health care reform can-
not leave people out
because of pre-existing
conditions, chronic ill-
nesses, the place they
work, or whether they
can afford insurance.
Reform should not leave
people out because of
where they come from
or when they arrived
here.

The United States
Conference of Catholic

Bishops, following the Gospel mandate to care for the
“least of these,” urges us to look at health care from the
bottom up. There must be access for all, with a special
concern for the poor and inclusion of legal immigrants.
A particular gauge against which to measure true univer-
sal coverage would be how reform treats the immigrants
in our midst who contribute their labor and taxes to our
nation, but are at risk of being left out of health care
reform.

We need also to find effective ways to bring together
public, private, and nonprofit health care providers in
ways that harness their strengths, overcome their short-
comings, and — particularly with religious partners —
respect their mission and identity. By Archbishop Donald W. Wuerl 
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The debate on health care reform continues to
focus on the political, technical, and economic

repercussions of various proposals. What cannot get lost
in this debate, however, are the moral implications.

Health care is about life and death, who can take their
children to the doctor and who cannot, who can afford
decent medical coverage and who is left to fend for
themselves. Because health care reform has real conse-
quences, decisions must be evaluated through a prism of
fundamental ethical principles to see how they will
impact the dignity and value of each human life.

The political community has a duty to honor the
family, to assist it, and to ensure especially . . . in
keeping with the country’s institutions, the right to
medical care, assistance for the aged, and family 
benefits.

— Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 2211 
(emphasis added)

In some areas, there seems to be consensus. Most peo-
ple agree that it is not right that tens of millions of
Americans lack basic health care coverage and many
more risk losing what they have as costs rise. All of us
should be able to acknowledge that a society that does
not ensure basic health care for its people is failing in a
fundamental way.

Health Care Basics
Health care reform especially needs to protect those at

the beginning of life and at its end — the most vulnera-
ble and the voiceless. It is essential that reform include
long-standing and widely supported federal restrictions
on abortion funding and mandates and uphold existing
conscience protections for health care providers.

Abandoning current
federal policies on
abortion funding and
conscience protection,
thereby forcing people
to pay for or partici-
pate in abortion,
would be morally rep-
rehensible and a repu-

diation of the understanding of individual freedom and
the rights of conscience that goes back to the American
Revolution.

FACT: Americans don’t want abortion funding
in health care reform. Sixty percent of those
favoring reform oppose — and only 25 per-
cent support — “measures that would require
people to pay for abortion coverage with their
federal taxes.” And 68 percent do not want
abortion coverage in their own policy, whether
public or private.

— International Communications Research,
September 2009

We offer a safety net for
many who fall through the
huge cracks of a failing health
care system. The uninsured
find their way to our emer-
gency rooms, shelters, and
clinics, where they know they
will not be turned away.

We teach that health care is a basic human right, an
essential safeguard of human life and dignity. In the
United States, the Catholic community serves millions of
people through our hospitals, Catholic Charities pro-
grams, and parish efforts. It is this direct experience that
has guided the Church’s efforts for decades to expand
and improve health care coverage in our nation and our
work for genuine health care reform today.

FACT: Catholics are at the frontline of U.S.
health care. Catholic hospitals alone admit
more than 5.5 million people a year, a sixth of
the U.S. total.

— 2007 American Hospital Association 
Annual Survey 
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There also seems to be general agreement that we can
do better. Our nation has the capacity and the resources
to ensure that all have access to health care coverage.
Arguably, we have the best health care in the world.
However, it serves too few and often costs too much. We
need to find practical ways to see that no one lacks access
to basic health care.

The Catholic Church: on the Frontlines 
As part of living out the Gospel challenge to heal, the

Catholic community knows firsthand the impact of the
current crisis. The Catholic Health Association alone
represents hundreds of Catholic hospitals and health care
systems across the United States. In fact, the nation’s 600
Catholic hospitals care for one-sixth of all hospital
patients in the United States. Add onto that the more
than 1,000 nursing homes, neighborhood clinics, and
other health ministries, as well as the outreach by thou-
sands of parishes nationwide to those in need.

Besides wages, various social benefits intended to
ensure the life and health of workers and their fami-
lies play a part here.The expenses involved in health
care, especially in the case of accidents at work,
demand that medical assistance should be easily
available for workers.

— Pope John Paul II, Encyclical Laborem Exercens
(emphasis added)
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